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Radiation inspections
started at parking lot
By Jochen Buchsteiner
TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

During the next six weeks, a
downtown parking lot is going
to resemble a huge Swiss cheese.

In order to analyze radiation
contaminated soil samples found
there, workers on Monday began
drilling holes in the site at 316 E.
Illinois St., which was once
leased by the Lindsay Light Co.

According to the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency, the
purpose of the drilling is "to out-
line the nature and extent of
radiation contamination."

When Lindsay occupied the
site between 1915 and 1936, it
used thorium, a naturally occur-
ring radioactive element, to
make mantles for gas lamps.
Some of the radioactive material
found its way into the ground.

"This poses a limited risk to
people who park their cars in
the lot, local workers and others
who walk in the area," accord-
ing to an EPA press release.

The release emphasized that a
person would have to stand for
30 minutes a day for 250 days on
one of the contaminated spots to
get radiation exposure equal to
that of a single chest X-ray.

Asked how his agency learned
about the contamination, EPA
regional radiation expert Larry
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Jensen said: "The state of Illinois
had some indications, but it was
never clear where they exactly
came from."

In the first week of testing,
about 25 holes, each three to five
feet deep, will be drilled, and the
samples will be analyzed by the
EPA as well as by a private lab.

"We want to double-check,"
Jensen said.

Excavation of the land is
scheduled to start in the middle
of October. According to officials
of the Chicago Dock & Canal
Trust, which owns the site, the
entire parking lot will be closed
until the excavation is com-
pleted.

Officials hope to finish the job
by the end of the year, placing
the contaminated soil in contain-
ers for shipment by train to a
radioactive waste storage facility
in Utah, Jensen said.

Tribune pnoto by Jamos K Quinn

Al Momrik of Yankee CSI lowers a probe into a hole in the parking lot
at 316 E. Illinois St. Monday to test for thorium, a rad oactive ele-
ment. The Environmental Protection Agency is overseeing the work. ;-
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